An evaluation of a numbered surgical sponge product.
Surgical sponge counting is an essential patient safety measure in the OR in which all members of the surgical team must participate. The RN acting as circulator is responsible for accurately documenting sponge counts during the surgical procedure. A sequentially numbered sponge product was evaluated in a survey of OR personnel to determine ease of use and whether the product affected the flow of the surgical procedure. Survey respondents reported that the numbered sponge product was easy to use and did not lengthen or affect the flow of the surgical procedure. Respondents also indicated that the product may contribute to patient safety.